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ABSTRACT

This research examines the role of paradiplomacy in strengthening the local governance
autonomy of the Riau Islands, Indonesia, a region facing challenges in capitalizing on its
strategic geographical location and marine resources. While Riau Islands holds significant
potential in tourism, fisheries, and regional development, its subnational autonomy has not
been fully leveraged to foster successful paradiplomatic initiatives. Using desk research and
secondary data from governmental sources, scientific articles, and media reports, this study
evaluates the effectiveness of paradiplomacy in enhancing regional cooperation, promoting
sustainable development, and addressing socio-economic issues such as poverty and
inequality. The findings reveal that, despite numerous successful collaborations with
international non-governmental organizations (INGOs) and foreign governments, challenges
remain in aligning local and national policies, managing external funds, and ensuring equitable
distribution of resources. Empowering local communities, especially in the sectors of fisheries
and tourism, has been a key focus, but issues of community displacement and foreign
exploitation remain significant concerns. The research concludes that while paradiplomacy has
contributed to some progress, a more coordinated and sustainable approach is necessary to
fully realize the region’s potential. Future strategies should focus on enhancing local
governance capacity, improving public-private partnerships, and fostering a more inclusive
development model that ensures the benefits of paradiplomacy are widely distributed.
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INTRODUCTION

Wonderful place with an abundance of tourist attractions also has a strategy in
geoeconomics and geopolitics, this one called Riau Islands. As a part of an archipelagic state,
Indonesia, Riau Islands has many sectors as their potential to support regional
competitiveness. Positioned strategically between the Malacca Strait, the Karimata Strait, and
the Northern Natuna Sea as a getaway for world trade this depicts how crucial government
roles are to confront the challenges nowadays along with their unique motto “Berpancang
Amanag, Bersauh Marwah” means that the Riau Islands province is determined to develop its
region into a center of economic growth while maintaining their values by a prosperous, noble,
and educated society (BPK RI Riau).

A distinctive way for Riau is its regional autonomy, gaining greater authority has
allowed for more responsive and efficient governance where there is a term called das sollen
and das sein. In short, das sollen is what should or ought to be done and for das sein is
empirical evidence. Begins with their awareness of their geographic location, they enhanced
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their tourism hotspots gradually from year to year from historical sites to natural sites.
Moreover, the Riau government is setting their goals for the number of tourists coming both
domestically and internationally. These become a background where the ought to be done is
increasing its local governance autonomy effectively to protect and monitor the economic
growth where the Riau Governments should maximize its potential.

Regional autonomy in Indonesia (Otonomi Daerah) was introduced with the enactment
of Law No.22 of 1999, replaced with Law No. 32 of 2004, and for the most recent and revised
by Law No. 23 of 2014 concerning regional government. These legal frameworks become
fundamental broader decentralization, deconcentrations, and distribution authority efforts at
increasing local governance to manage their own resources, make effective decisions, and
improve their public services. Since decentralization affects the financial and fiscal
management between central and regional governments, Indonesia decree Law of No. 33 of
2004. It emphasizes the transparency of funds and constructs three financial transfers for
instance The Profit-Sharing Funds (DBH), where the taxes are collected and distributed on the
origin of the revenue; General Allocation Funds (DAU), annually state budget and distributed
to the regions to enhance their capability in public services; and Special Allocation Funds
(DAK), given from central government to complement the regional of their efforts and support
their development goals. These improvements are expected to foster equitable development
and sustain the integrity of Indonesia (Suryantini, 2017).
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Figure 1. The multiple models of subnational governance, classified according to the existing
state systems and levels of autonomy
Source: data combined from multiple sources, 2024

Figure 1 shows the gap and the differences of regions, showcasing their level of
autonomy from High to Moderate. It explains the regions within the Federal State System like
Hawaii and Tasmania have their own way to balance their power with the central governments
and the autonomy cannot be altered easily. For the Unitary State System, their regional
autonomy can be changed by central authorities. High Autonomy, they have significant
legislative powers and regions can manage their own taxes without needing central approval.
On the other hand, moderates have limited ability to generate and manage their revenues
such as Riau and Okinawa.

The implementations between Riau and other subnational governance differ
considering cultural, historical, and geographical background. Riau is facing many challenges
due to Indonesia's vast archipelago such as poverty and inequality. In fact, Okinawa has a
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successful approach of decentralization by utilizing their advantages in tourism and
international collaboration. Known for its beauty and biodiversity of coral reefs, the local
governments consider it as a natural asset which can develop their economic growth. Involving
local communities, local business, and international non-governmental organizations
supported by national policies and marine protected areas in Okinawa leads to a better
rapport. Moreover, Taitung in Taiwan has a similar way to preserve Whale-watching as their
tourism attraction with increasing education and awareness to build a culture of respect
towards the environment. As well as the synergy of relationship between national and local
governments showed a successful paradiplomacy, this could establish sister city agreements
which pave the way to economic cooperation and investment opportunities.

Ironically Riau Islands has a different case, albeit Riau Islands and Okinawa have the
same regional autonomy system. Small islands with archipelagic state certainly facing
copiousness of challenges and somewhat the governance being passive. According to the
Central Bureau of Statistics or Badan Pusat Statistik, Riau Islands became the most
impoverished province in Indonesia with 6.67%. The core of the issue is the access to basic
services like sanitation, healthcare, and crucially education prove the dynamic of poverty in
Riau. Where the socio-economic inequality is more visible is also multifaceted between the
city of Batam and the remote islands because of their own socio-cultural aspects. Batam, the
largest city in Riau Islands and the economic powerhouse giving rapid industrial growth and
society development because of its status as a free trade zone, therefore attracted foreign
investment.

Albeit its development, this issue is not distributed well enough, there are some islands
that are lagging behind this equals to lack of paradiplomacy capabilities. This paper is
explained to redefine the paradiplomacy activities towards Riau Islands province and the
development of local and national governments, following the research question of “why has
not the autonomy provided towards Riau Islands province been translated into successful
paradiplomatic activities and developed its marine potential?”

METHODOLOGY
This writing is constructed following the desk research principles. As described by

Neuman (2014), desk research is one of the methodologies of researching functions to provide

as much secondary data as possible to map out general findings of some issues or phenomena.

The data collection then employs the internet-based data collection method on three separate

sources, including:

a. Official government sources. As government initiatives become one of the backbone of
this writings’ findings, referring to their official sources is considered necessary. There are
two major sites that this writing looks at: (a) the official sources of the Indonesian central
government; and (b) the official sources of the Riau Islands. Those two sources have their
own complementaries. For the central government, the data includes what is also provided
in the ministries’ documents. While for the provincial sites of Riau Islands, it is also
complemented by additional data taken from its municipalities.

b. Findings on multiple scientific articles. This includes several findings from the existing
paradiplomacy programs in Riau Islands. Some keywords used to deep dive into this
information include: Batam, Bintan, community empowerment, fisheries, international aid,
international collaboration, local fishermen, marine tourism, Natuna Sea, and
paradiplomacy - filtered with research limitation on Riau Islands.

c. Local mass media reports, especially the news related to public opinion on government
paradiplomacy programs in Riau Islands.

All of the data is later served following an interactive analysis method. According to

Bargate (2013), interactive analysis contains four steps of: (1) raw data finding; (2)
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reductioning and filtering data; (3) serving the data into the shapes of tables, figures, or
graphs; and (4) taking the conclusion of the research. This way of analyzing data is found
suitable to explain a holistic finding of any studies.

That data analysis method would become a complementary process for a core
theoretical framework used to orderly provide the results and discussion stages of this writing.
The seeking of a proper theoretical framework is not an easy process of this paper’s writing.
The main concern that the writers raise mainly surround the unpopularity of two subjects
discussed in this paper, which are: (1) subnational-level island governance; and (2)
paradiplomacy. More specifically, when it comes to their implementations in Indonesia. Both
practices of Regional Autonomy Law and paradiplomacy are still very young. And despite the
subject of island development and the blue economy seeing a growing number of research in
recent years, most of them are still very general with evidence of critical findings is still very
limited.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
1. Local Government Initiatives on Paradiplomacy

The provincial government of Riau Islands, Indonesia, have initiated several
international collaborative programs to promote their marine abundance and tourism
potential. Through this writing recording, paradiplomatic activities involving the local
government have started as early as 2004, only five years after Indonesian central
government disseminated a law regarding the regional autonomy. Since then, multiple
international actors have been involved. This part classified some success stories of Riau
Islands paradiplomacy based on three different actors: (1) International Non-Governmental
Organizations (INGOs); (2) foreign local governments or subnational bodies; and (3) other
minor actors, including participation to implement ratified law made by the central
government.

Regarding its collaborative acts with several INGOs, Riau Islands government put a
special emphasis on maintaining the local marine tourism potential. Those activities include
the conservation of coral reefs, mangrove restoration, marine debris cleaning, and sustainable
fisheries management. Among those four activities, the attention the government puts on
coral conservation might be the largest. Since 2007, the municipal government of Bintan
Regency — one of the largest regency in Riau Islands — has once published Law No.
261/VII/2007 regarding coral conservation. It is said that the government would support any
act promoting coral conservation within the area of 116.000 ha (Adriman et al., 2013).

This agenda was then pushed towards the national government which led to the
creation of Coral Triangle Initiative (CTI) — a multilateral agreement involving Malaysia, Papua
New Guinea, the Philippines, Samoa Island, Timor Leste, and Indonesia — to map out an
international collaboration on coral conservation since 2009. CTI was also later translated into
a non-profit organization headquartered in Bali Islands, Indonesia, while still maintaining
Bintan Regency as one of its conservation hotspots (Anugrah & Putra, 2020). The NGOs made
several initiatives with the local government to preserve the abundance of coral reefs within
the province.

The strong initiative to preserve marine abundance on coral reefs brought spillover
effects to another biodiversity hotspot including mangrove and fisheries. And, the
implementation programs actually followed the similar blueprint by creating a protective law
first and then seeking several suitable INGOs to work with. For its mangrove conservation, for
example, the government initiative is mirrored through the expansion of local law enforcement
on coral conservation. After that, several INGOs were brought in, including Yayasan
Konservasi Alam Nusantara (YKAN) and Mangrove Action Project Indonesia, while
collaborative programs have been carried out since 2017 (Zakia et al., 2022).
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The aspect of sustainable fisheries took a hot start, with support from the central
government through Indonesian Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries Directives
No.37/KEPMEN-KP/2014 regarding Marine Conservation in Riau Islands Province. This law sets
their focus on the region of Anambas, also part of Riau Islands province, and the latter
programs from the local government successfully brought several INGOs such as WWF
Indonesia to participate. The program took place in 2015, with the focus to enrich local
fishermen’s knowledge on sustainable fishing practices (Rahayu & Ozali, 2024). Besides those
two aspects of mangrove and sustainable fisheries agenda, some other INGOs are also
involved in various agenda such as marine debris reduction.

Besides promoting its marine tourism through collaboration with several INGOs, Riau
Islands also work with foreign local governments to do so, which becomes the second point
of this part. Sharing a border and having a similar geographical situation with Singapore, there
have been several planned agenda involving both the provincial government of Riau Islands
and local Singaporean government. One of them is the Singapore Tourism Board (STB) itself,
which has been involved in “Singapore-Indonesia Tourism Cooperation” since 2010. The
agreement has, since then, increased the number of Singaporean tourists visiting Riau Islands
province, while also upgrading the marine tourism-based infrastructure in Riau Islands
(Rizaldy, 2018).

The cooperation with the Singaporean government has actually started earlier in 2004,
with the establishment of Malacca Strait Patrols (MSP). This multilateral cooperation focuses
on securing the Malacca Strait, a body of water located near the South China Sea and
bordering Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, and Indonesia. All four countries are involved in this
join-patrol program. The provincial government does not have direct intervention through this
program simply because this was placed outside of their jurisdiction. However, localized
supervision and focus of cooperation is highly communicated with the parties of the Riau
Islands government (Ikrami, 2018). According to some scientific findings, this initiative has
significantly reduced the number of transnational crime taking place in the area of Malacca
Strait.

As the third point, this writing also expands its findings not just on INGOs and foreign
governance actors, but also some multilateral cooperation that Riau Islands participate in.
First of all, the Riau Islands manage several Free Trade Zone (FTZ) and Special Economic
Zone (SEZ) set by the central government, called “Galang Batang Special Economic Zone”".
Therefore, the local government’s hosting capacity to attract private capitals from Singapore,
Japan, South Korea, and other interested countries is also considerable in shaping their
paradiplomacy agenda (Irawan et al., 2024). It is also worth mentioning that Riau Islands
become a hotspot of some multilateral agreement such as Coral Triangle Initiative — as
mentioned in the prior part — and also Regional Plan of Action to Promote Responsible Fishing
Practices, inviting best practices from experts of mostly Southeast Asia and Asia-Pacific
countries (Prasetyo, 2019).

Table 1. Riau Islands’ government initiatives on paradiplomacy wrapped up.
. Year
Scope of Actors Agencies Involved Started Remarks
International Coral Triangle Center 2009 | Focusing on coral reef
Non- conservation
Governmental Yayasan Konservasi Alam | 2017 | Collaborative actions to preserve
Organizations Nusantara & Mangrove mangrove ecosystem in some
Action Project Indonesia parts of Riau Islands
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. Year
Scope of Actors Agencies Involved Started Remarks
WWF Indonesia 2015 | Promoting and teaching
sustainable  fishing  practices
towards local community
Foreign Singapore Tourism Board | 2010 | Improving the capability of
Governmental handling the tourism
Bodies Malacca Strait Patrols 2004 | Cooperation on regional security
within the Malacca Strait
Other Related Galang Batang Special 2018 | A central government initiative,
Actors Economic Zone which focused on economic
development of Riau Islands by
accelerating its free market
Regional Plan of Action 2007 | An international regime focusing
to Promote Responsible on local fishing practices, in which
Fishing Practices Indonesia has been participating
since its first discussion

Source: Author, 2024

Also, according to several news reports, some local communities across the province
have developed private eco-tourism projects as part of the trickle-down effect following
several initiatives from the government (Pristiwasa & Gunawan 2024; Kartini et al., 2023;
Fadhil & Marja, 2024). Despite the finding that local communities’ participation could still be
connected with the government initiatives, it would be deeply dove later in the next part of
this writing. The clear view of Riau Islands government initiatives on paradiplomacy is served
through Table 1 However, there are several notable challenges worth mentioning. Heating
geopolitical tension in the Malacca Strait recently have become the major reasons for
constraining further initiatives from both provincial and municipal governments in Riau Islands.
The discussion of political and security is simply out of the local government’s reach, and
therefore require the central government’s attention.

The problem, then, in most of the times, laid-out policies from the local and central
government is simply not aligned to one another. This has been the case which was revealed
through a serious issue of heating political tension in the Malacca Strait (Zulkifli et al., 2020).
Another occasion in which the central government’s role is still highly expected could be
pointed to COVID-19 management. Similar to other island states globally, COVID-19 has
severe damage towards the islanders due to their usual dependence on the tourism sector.
From 2020-2022, as the Indonesian central government’s handling on COVID-19 has not fully
worked out, Riau Islands face some consequences such as decreasing number of tourists soon
followed by worsening economic performance (Mahadiansar et al., 2021). The effort to spark
a wide-range recovery on these issues should be led with joint-initiatives from both central
and local government.

2. How Local Communities Empowered: Fisheries and Tourism

Following the findings on several international and collaborative programs initiated by
the local government of Riau Islands, this writing then would like to map out how local
communities get empowered through those programs’ implementation. From what this writing
knows based on the existing information, the empowerment of local communities are still
limited into two island aspects: (1) fisheries; and (2) tourism management. It slowly indicates
that the empowerment of local communities within Riau Islands province are still expandable,
and show a high potential for a larger increase in the future, touching some other aspects of
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the islanders’ livelihood. Despite seeming to be hindered due to its limited subject of
empowerment, the current participation of local communities within the government
diplomacy agenda still contains several success stories, in which this part of the writing would
like to cover.

From the fisheries sector, Riau Islands have an enormous potential. According to the
data from the Indonesian government, 96% of Riau Islands total area is the body of water,
and a more advanced finding from the local government shows that there are 387 potential
spots of fisheries development (Supriadi et al., 2024). Therefore, opting to be a fisherman is
still a reasonable choice for most of the local communities, despite most of the fishermen
within the province still living in a poor condition (Usman & Mita, 2018). That makes a
collaborative program from the local government to empower those fishermen highly
anticipated, and also expected to deliver a lot of benefits towards local economic
improvement.

Figure 2. Map of Riau Islands province to describe geographical positions of several islands
mentioned in this writing
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Source: Author, 2024

In the previous part, it has been said that some programs introducing the concept of
sustainable fishing techniques are one of the priorities from the government's paradiplomacy
agenda. Further findings said that this program mainly centered on the fishermen from the
island of Bintan, Lingga, and Natuna, while the fishermen from other islands including Karimun
and Anambas are also reportedly to be participating (Ariefananda et al., 2024). The reference
of the islands’ location is visible through Figure 2. Some INGOs are invited by the government
to empower the locals and implement the sustainable fisheries promotion, including World
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Indonesia and USAID. Some projects have been implemented
since 2015 to ensure that the locals are having both ability and knowledge to use sustainable
fishing techniques. By doing so, these projects are expected to give benefits for both the
fishermen and marine diversity, which are both crucial considering the livelihood aspect of the
local community itself (Chuenpagdee & Jentoft, 2018).

Another livelihood aspect of the islanders which is set to be the focus of community
empowerment is tourism. Like the other coastal and small island areas in Indonesia, marine
tourism has been the center of development in several local communities situated in the Riau
Islands. To transform the island into a tourist-magnet, the knowledge of local communities
are very important. As a response to that, community training within the sector of tourism
also became the program of several government agendas. Explained in the previous part, the
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provincial government has tried to bring in some bodies of Singapore Tourism Board to later
provide enrichment of local communities capability in tourism management. This initiative was
broadened through “Singapore-Indonesia Tourism Cooperation” and implemented in several
tourist hotspots such as the island of Batam and Bintan (Karim et al., 2024). Training provided
within this program include hospitality specialty, foreign languages, entrepreneurship, and
several aspects of cleanliness and eco-tourism. So far, this training has been making a positive
impact towards tourism management of local communities, encouraging more people to guide
the tourism industry and also diversifying the economy at some points (Andaiyani et al., 2024).

From those success stories of how community empowerment took place in some of
Riau Islands paradiplomacy, there were also several recorded challenges. First, it is the lack
of scrutiny on foreign intervention. Similar to other small islands, the two aspects of fisheries
and marine tourism are the backbones of Riau Islands economy. However, with the potential
it possesses, complemented with an-opened door from the government to bring in foreign
agencies, some cases of exploitation then occurred. And, it brought us to the second problem
of local communities’ displacement. With a high standard and expectation set by the program
initiative, and while the locals simply could not achieve it due to capital disparity, locals’
displacement then became a shortcut that both foreign partners and government take
(Walangare & Bahchri, 2023).

Those two challenges actually are highly avoidable. It should be noted that the
enrichment of local communities’ capability would take a long time. It is indeed a form of
investment rather than a short-term initiative. Therefore, the measurement of the program’s
success should take place later 10-20 years after program implementation, rather than
expecting a significant result such as increasing the number of visitors in a relatively short
period of time (McKinley et al., 2019). Those two challenges are also combined with another
issue, concerning a limited involvement of local communities to just the aspects of fisheries
and tourism among many other aspects of livelihood.

3. Diplomacy as an External Funding Sources

Besides focusing on the role of both government initiatives and public participation,
diplomacy can also serve as additional funding sources to implement public policies. Currently,
the majority of diplomatic relations — especially when it was released from the government —
is focused on fostering economic cooperation. The increasing involvement of public-to-private
partnerships through diplomacy in recent times has also raised the frequency of diplomacy
function as an external funding source (Leese, 2018). Practically, there are three major types
of how diplomatic arrangement can provide more funding to the bodies of government: (1)
international cooperation, including agreements, aids, or any other type of assistance; (2)
trade and investment promotion, including the release of incentives policies; and (3) cultural
exchanges that potentially trigger grants or scholarships for local community. This part of the
writing would focus on how Riau Islands paradiplomacy efforts invite more funding through
investment promotion and international aid agreements.

Unlike many other advanced regions, the ability of the subnational level of government
to seek external funding through diplomacy is still very limited. When talking about successful
stories, one can take examples of several local governments in the European Union (EU). In
one of its programs, the EU is having an initiative called European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF) which could be transferred towards multiple actors, including regional governments in
multiple levels.

For Horizon 2020, one of the recipients of the ERDF is Catalonia, Spain, in which they
empowered their paradiplomatic channels to get an access towards the funding. Several
research and innovation projects were then constructed after the fund injection from the ERDF
(Ferasso et al., 2021). Despite being lacked of paradiplomatic channel, as mentioned in the
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case of Catalonia, it does not mean that Riau Islands are being hindered with any international
aids. Also mentioned in the previous part is the involvement of USAID within several capacity-
building projects promoted by the local government. USAID stands for “United States Agency
for International Development”. They have been partnering with the Indonesian government
for a long time, and have started to participate in several projects in the Riau Islands since
2015.. The vision to develop marine tourism and blue economy in the region is perfectly
aligned with USAID’s main project to fund international development on sustainability
discourses. Some other INGOs have also injected a considerable amount of financial support
towards the local government, including WWF Indonesia.

The problem that occurred, then, is similar to other aid-funded international programs.
This type of funding usually causes an issue on continuity, as most of the international aids
only serve to provide funding to initiate a program, rather than putting more attention towards
audit and maintenance (Easterly & Williamson, 2011). This is the problem that should be
solved when it comes to the second source of external funding: investment initiative. The
Indonesian government has granted the island of Batam — also part of Riau Islands province
— the status of Free Trade Zone and later Special Economic Zone in 1971. The creation of a
Special Economic Zone in Batam was also expanded to include the island of Bintan and
Karimun, in which the capital of Riau Islands — Tanjungpinang — is located. The SEZ has
successfully become an initiative to attract more capital coming into the province. Local agency
on the SEZ entitled “BP Batam” noted that for Q1 of 2024 alone, there have been 240 million
USD worth of capital investment coming into the island. The majority of investors are coming
from Singapore, Mainland China, Japan, France, and Hong Kong. Similar report also stated
that this amount of investment has been gradually increasing over the past two years.

Despite its success to invite a considerable number of investors, followed by a massive
amount of capital, the problem still lies on Riau Island investment incentives. This huge
amount of money is not distributed on the sector should the government focus on — marine
development. Instead, they are initially allocated by the investors to support the housing, local
manufacturing, and energy exploitation sector in Riau Islands (Munir, 2018). Besides all that,
project funding in Riau Islands province has always been hindered with the problems of
corruption and unequal distribution. Many government officials have been captured by the
state after being involved in multiple corruption scandals worth millions of USD (Ramadhan,
2017). Unequal distribution of international aid is also pointed to be an issue, with local
communities being once again exposed to become a vulnerable group. Those issues surely
become a major obstacle for trickle-down economic development to occur in Riau Islands, one
economic principle which has been discovered to be successful in fueling island states
development in many other cases globally (Weaver, 2017).

4, Media and Public Opinion on Paradiplomacy Agenda

Generally, the media and public opinion regarding Riau Islands paradiplomacy agenda
could be separated into two: positive and negative. The positive point of view has been spilled
towards government awareness on their local potential, initiating to invite multiple
international actors to collaborate and develop marine wealth possessed by the region. The
public then, has seen the increasing attention towards some of their livelihood aspects
including sustainable fisheries, environment conservation, and also marine security. More than
that, local communities have been empowered through several collaborative initiatives, also
complemented with the flow of infrastructure and capital to sustain blue economy aspects of
people’s livelihood. Increasing amount of tourists and investment towards marine sectors in
the Riau Islands also becomes another reason why government paradiplomacy should trigger
a positive opinion. All of those explanations could be found in multiple records of local news
media of the Riau Islands.
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On the other hand, it should also be admitted that negative opinion followed by critics
from the public has also been raised. Through paradiplomacy, which allows the government
to invite more actors and more funding boost towards their program, two problems of
community displacement and huge-scale corruption have been really concerning. Several local
media have launched an independent investigation through their news as an effort to express
their concern. On one side, community displacement to build some modern tourist
infrastructure within the island has raised the discourses of foreign exploitation, and neo-
colonialism for some parts of the community. On the other side, there is also continuing
exposure of corruption scandals surrounding the progress of some international projects. The
case of corruption for any government would never be unsuccessful to initiate public distrust,
and later on decrease the excitement of public participation towards government-handled
programs (Navot & Beeri, 2017). Again, similar to the positive finding of public opinion on
paradiplomacy, these negative concerns also refer to the evidence under the form of multiple
media reports covering Riau Islands province.

CONCLUSION

Based on the findings, the province of Riau Islands faces significant challenges despite
its regional autonomy and strategic location. Although the government has initiated various
paradiplomatic efforts to promote marine conservation and tourism, there are ongoing issues
with poverty, inequality, and underdeveloped islands, which hinder the success of these
initiatives. The government has worked with international organizations and foreign local
governments, such as Singapore, to increase tourism and improve marine management.
However, the benefits of these programs have not been distributed equally across the region,
with some islands remaining significantly behind in development compared to Batam, the
economic hub of the province.

The local community empowerment efforts, particularly in fisheries and tourism, show
promise but are still limited. Programs like sustainable fishing practices, supported by
international NGOs, have been beneficial in certain areas, but the scope of participation
remains narrow, focusing mainly on select islands. Similarly, tourism training programs have
empowered local communities to better manage eco-tourism and hospitality sectors, although
challenges such as displacement and foreign exploitation remain. The government’s
paradiplomacy efforts, while showing some success in attracting investment and increasing
tourism, have also faced criticisms, including issues related to corruption and the inequitable
distribution of resources.

In conclusion, the region's paradiplomacy efforts have not fully translated into the
expected economic and social development. Despite significant potential in marine tourism
and fisheries, these efforts are often hampered by political and economic challenges, including
a lack of coordinated policies between the local and central governments. The empowerment
of local communities, although progressing, still requires more inclusive and long-term
strategies to ensure sustainable development. The province needs a more integrated approach
to paradiplomacy that not only focuses on attracting foreign investment and international
cooperation but also addresses the underlying issues of inequality and local capacity building.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The successful completion of this research endeavor would not have been possible
without invaluable support and guidance of numerous individuals. We would also like to
express gratitude for the committee member of the 2024 Islands of the World Conference for
their valuable time and feedback so that this research paper can be published. Last but not
least, We would like to express our deepest gratitude to our family and friends for their
continued encouragement and support throughout the writing of this paper.

156 | Muhammad Raka Hadiyan, et al.


https://ojs.umrah.ac.id/index.php/jmps

This work is licensed under a Journal of Maritime Policy Science
Creative Commons Attribution e-ISSN: 3063-4245 p-ISSN: 3063-5705
ShareAlike 4.0 International License VOL 1 NO 3 DECEMBER 2024

CC BY-SA 4.0 ===l hittps: //ojs.umrah.ac.id/index.php/imps

Policy Science

REFERENCES

Adriman, A., Purbayanto, A., Budiharso, S., & Damar, A. (2013). Pengaruh sedimentasi
terhadap terumbu karang di kawasan konservasi laut daerah Bintan Timur Kepulauan
Riau. Berkala Perikanan Terubuk, 41(1), 90-101.

Andaiyani, S., Marwa, T., & Nurhaliza, S. (2024). Ekonomi Biru dan Ketahanan Pangan: Studi
Empiris Provinsi Kepulauan di Indonesia. Jurnal Ekonomi Indonesia, 13(1), 69-85.

Anugrah, A. P., & Putra, B. A. (2020). Implementation of coral triangle initiative on coral reefs,
fisheries, and food security (CTI-CFF) in Indonesia and Philippines. In JOP Conference
Series: Earth and Environmental Science (Vol. 575, No. 1, p. 012154). IOP Publishing.

Ariefandana, M. I., Akbar, D., & Riyadi, S. F. (2024). Penerapan Rezim Code Of Conduct For
Responsible Fisheries Di Perairan Kabupaten Bintan (Doctoral dissertation, Universitas
Maritim Raja Ali Haji).

Badan Pemeriksaan Keuangan Republik Indonesia, n.d. Provinsi Kepulauan Riau. BPK RI,
viewed 6 July 2024. (https://kepri.bpk.go.id/provinsi-kepulauan-
riau/#:~:text=Dengan%?20Motto%?20Berpancang%20Amanah%2C%20Bersauh,%?2C
%20cerdas%?2C%?20dan%?20berakhlak%?20mulia).

Bargate, K. (2014). Interactive qualitative analysis-a novel methodology for qualitative
research. In ECRM2014-Proceedings of the 13th European Conference on Research
Methodology for Business and Management Studies: ECRM (p. 45).

Bouchet, M. (2022). Strengthening foreign policy through subnational diplomacy. 7he Hague
Journal of Diplomacy, 1/1), 96-108.

Chuenpagdee, R., & Jentoft, S. (2018). Transforming the governance of small-scale
fisheries. Maritime studies, 1/1), 101-115.

Easterly, W., & Williamson, C. R. (2011). Rhetoric versus reality: The best and worst of aid
agency practices. World Development, 3911), 1930-1949.

Fadhil, A., & Marja, S. (2024). peningkatan pendapatan asli daerah (PAD) melalui
pengembangan wisata bahari di kabupaten natuna kepulauan riau (Doctoral
dissertation, IPDN).

Ferasso, M., Blanco, M., & Bares, L. (2021). Territorial Analysis of the European Rural
Development Funds (ERDF) as a Driving Factor of Ecological Agricultural
Production. Agriculture, 11(10), 964.

Hendarman, A. F., Pritasari, A., Desiana, N., Astiri, S., Dwifani, D., Sonia, V., & Siahaan, Y. A.
(2024). Current Research and Future Perspectives: A Literature Review on the Blue
Economy of Indonesia. In BIO Web of Conferences (Vol. 92, p. 01030). EDP Sciences.

Ikrami, H. (2018). Sulu-Sulawesi seas Patrol: Lessons from the Malacca Straits Patrol and
other similar cooperative frameworks. 7he International Journal of Marine and Coastal
Law, 334), 799-826.

Irawan, B., Hardja, A., Fakhir, A. A., & Purba, B. P. S. D. (2024). Fasilitas dan Kemudahan
Penanaman Modal di Wilayah Kawasan Ekonomi Khusus (Studi Provinsi Kepuluan
Riau). SYARIAH: Jurnal Ilmu Hukum, 1(4), 133-138.

Karim, M. F., Mursitama, T. N., Riyadi, S. F., Affandi, R. A., & Muzdalifa, F. (2024). Informality,
Paradiplomacy, and Cross-Border Cooperation: The Development of Tourism on Bintan
Island, Indonesia. Asian Studies Review, 4&2), 370-388.

Kartini, M. A., Abrian, Y., & Wulansari, N. (2023). Kepuasan Pengunjung Pada Fasilitas Wisata
di Daya Tarik Wisata Safari Lagoi Bintan Kepulauan Riau. Jurnal Kajian Pariwisata Dan
Bisnis Perhotelan, 41), 45-53.

Lecours, A. (2008). Political issues of paradiplomacy: lessons from the developed world.
Netherlands Institute of International Relations' Clingendael'.

Leese, M. (2018). Between a carrot and a stick: Science diplomacy and access to EU research
funding. Global Policy, 9, 48-52.

Muhammad Raka Hadiyan, et al. | 157


https://ojs.umrah.ac.id/index.php/jmps
https://kepri.bpk.go.id/provinsi-kepulauan-riau/#:~:text=Dengan%20Motto%20Berpancang%20Amanah%2C%20Bersauh,%2C%20cerdas%2C%20dan%20berakhlak%20mulia
https://kepri.bpk.go.id/provinsi-kepulauan-riau/#:~:text=Dengan%20Motto%20Berpancang%20Amanah%2C%20Bersauh,%2C%20cerdas%2C%20dan%20berakhlak%20mulia
https://kepri.bpk.go.id/provinsi-kepulauan-riau/#:~:text=Dengan%20Motto%20Berpancang%20Amanah%2C%20Bersauh,%2C%20cerdas%2C%20dan%20berakhlak%20mulia

Creative Commons Attribution e-ISSN: 3063-4245 p-ISSN: 3063-5705
ShareAlike 4.0 International License FaS==~==21 VOL 1 NO 3 DECEMBER 2024
CC BY-SA 4.0 B=————=—W https://ojs.umrah.ac.id/index.php/jmps

Policy Science

[?@ﬁ@‘\
This work is licensed under a u‘f’"’g Journal of Maritime Policy Science
=

Mahadiansar, M., Wijaya, A. F., Wanto, A. H., Yudiatmaja, W. E., & Setiawan, R. (2021).
Governing sustainable tourism in time of covid-19 disaster: empirical evidence from
bintan, kepulauan riau. In E3s Web of Conferences (Vol. 331, p. 02002). EDP Sciences.

McKinley, E., Aller-Rojas, O., Hattam, C., Germond-Duret, C., San Martin, I. V., Hopkins, C.
R., ... & Potts, T. (2019). Charting the course for a blue economy in Peru: a research
agenda. Environment, Development and Sustainability, 21, 2253-2275.

Montville, J. V. (2006). Track two diplomacy: The work of healing history. Whitehead J. Dipl.
& Int'l Rel., 7, 15.

Munir, A., Farhan Khan, M., & Jamshaid, M. (2024). Resolution of a Diplomatic Blockade
through Multi-Track Diplomacy: A Case Study of Qatar's Foreign Policy amid its
Diplomatic Blockade. Pakistan Languages and Humanities Review (PLHR), &2).

Munir, F. (2018). Tight Competition of Local And Foreign Migration in Riau Island: Does
Increase Population Inequality Level?. Journal of Diplomacy and International
Studies, 1(01), 1-10.

Navot, D., & Beeri, I. (2017). Conceptualization of political corruption, perceptions of
corruption, and political participation in democracies. Lex localis—Journal of Local Self-
Government, 152), 199-219.

Prasetyo, G. C. D. (2019). Efektivitas Regional Plan of Action to Promote Responsible Fishing
Practices including Combating Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing in the
Region (RPOA-IUU) dalam Mengatasi Ancaman Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated
Fishing (IUUF) Indonesia Tahun 2014-2017 (Doctoral dissertation, Universitas
Brawijaya).

Pristiwasa, I. W. T. K., & Gunawan, A. A. (2024). Dampak Perkembangan Desa Wisata Ekang
Terhadap Kondisi Sosial Budaya, Dan Ekonomi Masyarakat Di Kabupaten Bintan
Kepulauan Riau. Jurnal Inovasi dan Manajemen Bisnis, &2).

Rahayu, I., & Ozali, I. (2024). Model Pengelolaan Wisata Bahari Berkelanjutan Di Kabupaten
Bintan, Kepulauan Riau. Jurnal Ekonomi, Sosial & Humaniora, 601), 1-9.

Ramadhan, A. (2017). Penyidikan Tindak Pidana Korupsi dalam Sistem Penegakan Hukum di
Indonesia (Studi di Kepolisian Daerah Kepulauan Riau). Maleo Law Journal, 1(1), 83-
105.

Rizaldy, M. (2018). Analisis Tourism Distribution Channels Wisatawan Mancanegara Pada
Kawasan Great Indonesia (Studi Pada Kawasan Great Batam, Provinsi Kepulauan
Riau) (Doctoral dissertation, Universitas Brawijaya).

Supriadi, I., Maghfiroh, R. U., & Abadi, R. (2024). Transformasi Ekonomi Kepulauan Riau:
Pendekatan Multisektor Untuk Penciptaan Nilai Inklusif Dan Berkelanjutan. Jurnal
Archipelago, 301), 113-125.

Suryantini, N. P. S. (2017). The Influence of DAU (General Allocation Fund) and DAK (Special
Allocation Fund) on Capital Expenditure of Bali Province. Economics and Business
Solutions Journal, 1(2), 1-9.

Usman, U., & Mita, D. (2018). Pengaruh Jumlah Penduduk, Pengangguran, dan Pertumbuhan
Ekonomi Terhadap Kemiskinan di Provinsi Kepulauan Riau. Jurnal Ekonomi Regional
Unimal, 1(2), 9-15.

Vasadze, K. (2024). The role of multi-track diplomacy in the context of the transformation of
the Georgian-Abkhazian conflict. Georgian Scientists, &2), 228-236.

Walangare, S. G., & Bachri, S. (2023). Kontestasi Kepentingan Pro-Growth Coalition dan Anti-
Growth Coalition dalam Konflik Pembangunan Rempang Eco-City Tahun 2023. Madani
Jurnal Politik dan Sosial Kemasyarakatan, 1502), 381-403.

Wardhani, B., Dugis, V., Santoso, Y. W., Mubah, A. S., Yu, Y. W., & Pratamasari, A. (2023). e
Trap of the Blue Economy: Evidence from Lombok Island, Indonesia. Journal of Marine
and Island Cultures, 12(3), 224-239.

158 | Muhammad Raka Hadiyan, et al.


https://ojs.umrah.ac.id/index.php/jmps

Journal of Maritime Policy Science
Creative Commons Attribution e-ISSN: 3063-4245 p-ISSN: 3063-5705

ShareAlike 4.0 International License FaS==~==21 VOL 1 NO 3 DECEMBER 2024
CC BY-SA 4.0 B=————=—W https://ojs.umrah.ac.id/index.php/jmps

Policy Science

This work is licensed under a

Weaver, D. B. (2017). Core—periphery relationships and the sustainability paradox of small
island tourism. 7ourism Recreation Research, 421), 11-21.

Zakia, R., Lestari, F., & Susiana, S. (2022). Kesesuaian Ekologi Ekosistemn Mangrove Sebagai
Kawasan Rehabilitasi Mangrove Di Perairan Estuari Sei Carang Kota
Tanjungpinang (Doctoral dissertation, Universitas Maritim Raja Ali Haji).

Zulkifli, N., Ibrahim, R. I. R., Rahman, A. A. A., & Yasid, A. F. M. (2020). Maritime Cooperation
in the Straits of Malacca (2016-2020): challenges and recommend for a new
framework. Asian journal of research in education and social sciences, A2), 10-32.

Muhammad Raka Hadiyan, et al. | 159


https://ojs.umrah.ac.id/index.php/jmps

